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  Kiddushin and Civil Marriage at Congregation Beit Simchat Torah

Section A.  All couples must fill out this section.  
Today’s Date: __________________________

Are you currently both members of CBST?  Yes ⁪ No⁪  
Your Names: __________________________________ and _____________________________________

Please check one of the following:

1. ⁪
We have previously had a Jewish kiddushin ceremony and we would like for Rabbi Kleinbaum or Rabbi Weiss to sign our civil marriage license on July 24th or 25th at the CBST Rainbow Chuppah at the City Clerk’s office. You must submit this form by Friday, July 22nd at 12pm.

⁪ Sunday, July 24th 

⁪ Monday, July 25th 

2. ⁪
We have previously had a Jewish kiddushin ceremony and we would like for a CBST-affiliated rabbi to sign our civil marriage license in the rabbi’s office at CBST. 

3. ⁪
We have previously had a Jewish kiddushin ceremony, we would like for a CBST-affiliated rabbi to sign our civil marriage license at an outside venue, and we have and additional ritual in mind:  ____________________________________________________________________________________
4. ⁪
We have never had a Jewish kiddushin ceremony and we would like for a CBST-affiliated rabbi to officiate at our Jewish kiddushin ceremony and sign our civil marriage license

5. ⁪
We have never had a Jewish kiddushin ceremony and we would like for a CBST-affiliated rabbi to officiate at our Jewish kiddushin ceremony, but will not have a civil marriage license.

Do you have a specific date for your kiddushin/civil marriage license signing in mind:  Yes ⁪ No⁪
 Please bear in mind that we cannot guarantee a particular date with a particular rabbi.  

Date:___________________ Time:____________
Location: _____________________________________
How long have you been together as a couple? ____________________

Are both partners Jewish?  Yes ⁪ No⁪
If no, please indicate other religion:___________________________
Have you had any of the following:
⁪ Jewish Wedding Ceremony/Kiddushin 

Date: _____________ Location:  __________________ Officiant:______________________________
Phone # or Email of Officiant if not CBST:________________________________________________

⁪ Civil Union

Date: ______________ Location:  __________________ Officiant:____________________________

⁪ Civil Marriage

Date: ______________ Location:  __________________ Officiant:____________________________
⁪ Registered as Domestic Partners

Date: _______________ Location: ________________________

Please return this completed form by mail, email tcalhoun@cbst.org or fax: 212.620.3154

Section B.  Complete this section only if you have never had a Jewish kiddushin ceremony and would like for a CBST-affiliated rabbi to officiate at your Jewish kiddushin ceremony
Partner One
Name: ________________________________________

Date of birth: __________________ 


Current CBST Member? Yes ⁪ No⁪
Home Address: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________


Phone numbers:

H: _____________________
W: _____________________
C: ________________________


At which number do you prefer we use to contact you? _____________________

Email: __________________________________________
Hebrew/Jewish name: ___________________________________________________________

Occupation:______________________________________________________________

Education:_______________________________________________________________

Religious Education:_______________________________________________________

Parents’ Names:

Parent 1: _____________________________Parent 2:________________________________

Is Parent 1 living? Yes ⁪ No⁪ 
   Is Parent 2 living? Yes ⁪ No⁪  

Step-Parent(s)’ Names: ____________________
______________________________

Parents’ Hebrew/Jewish name (if applicable):

Parent 1: _______________________Parent 2: ______________________________

Do you have siblings?  Yes ⁪ No⁪
Siblings’Names:_________________________________________________________
             _________________________________________________________
Do you have any children?  Yes ⁪ No⁪
Children’s Names and Ages:___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
How did your children join your family? _________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you a Jew by Choice?  Yes ⁪ No⁪
Were did you study for conversion? ____________________ Officiant: _______________________

On what date did you complete your conversion? _________________________________________

Did your conversion include immersion in a Mikveh? Yes ⁪ No⁪
(If applicable) Did your conversion include Brit Milah/Hatafat Dam Brit? Yes ⁪ No⁪
Have you ever had a civil wedding or Jewish kiddushin ceremony to someone other than your current partner before?  Yes ⁪ No⁪










Date of Civil Ceremony ______________________ Officiant: ________________________________
Date of Jewish Kiddushin Ceremony: _______________  Officiant:___________________________

Was there a civil divorce? Yes ⁪ No⁪   Date finalized?_________________

Was there a religious divorce/separation (Get)?  Yes ⁪ No⁪  
Date finalized:_________________ Officiant: _________________________________

Partner Two

Name: ________________________________________

Date of birth: __________________ 


Current CBST Member? Yes ⁪ No⁪
Home Address: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________


Phone numbers:

H: _____________________
W: _____________________
C: ________________________


At which number do you prefer we use to contact you? _____________________

Email: __________________________________________

Hebrew/Jewish name: ___________________________________________________________

Occupation:______________________________________________________________

Education:_______________________________________________________________

Religious Education:_______________________________________________________

Parents’ Names:

Parent 1: _____________________________Parent 2:________________________________

Is Parent 1 living? Yes ⁪ No⁪ 
   Is Parent 2 living? Yes ⁪ No⁪  

Step-Parent(s)’ Names: ____________________
______________________________

Parents’ Hebrew/Jewish name (if applicable):

Parent 1: _______________________Parent 2: ______________________________

Do you have siblings?  Yes ⁪ No⁪
Siblings’Names:_________________________________________________________

             _________________________________________________________

Do you have any children?  Yes ⁪ No⁪
Children’s Names and Ages:___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

How did your children join your family? _________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Are you a Jew by Choice?  Yes ⁪ No⁪
Were did you study for conversion? ____________________ Officiant: _______________________

On what date did you complete your conversion? _________________________________________

Did your conversion include immersion in a Mikveh? Yes ⁪ No⁪
(If applicable) Did your conversion include Brit Milah/Hatafat Dam Brit? Yes ⁪ No⁪
Have you ever had a civil wedding or Jewish kiddushin ceremony to someone other than your current partner before?  Yes ⁪ No⁪










Date of Civil Ceremony ______________________ Officiant: ________________________________

Date of Jewish Kiddushin Ceremony: _______________  Officiant:___________________________

Was there a civil divorce? Yes ⁪ No⁪   Date finalized?_________________

Was there a religious divorce/separation (Get)?  Yes ⁪ No⁪  

Date finalized:_________________ Officiant: _________________________________

Some things to remember for kiddushin at CBST:

· Both partners must be members of CBST in good standing

· Don’t schedule a date before you check with the rabbi’s schedule if you want the rabbi to officiate.  (Typically 3-12 months in advance)

· We don’t perform kiddushin during the traditional periods of mourning in the Jewish year, which include the 33 days after Pesach/Passover, and 9 days before the 9th of Av.  Check with the rabbi if you have any questions about this.
· Jewish weddings/commitment ceremonies are not performed on Shabbat or Festivals.  If you want your wedding on a Saturday night, it must be at least two hours after the end of Shabbat.  (Shabbat ends an hour after candle lighting time.  Check www.hebcal.com for specific dates.)

· By agreeing to do this kiddushin ceremony with Rabbi Kleinbaum or Rabbi Weiss you are agreeing in the case of the dissolution of this relationship that you will participate in a religious get ritual.
· If one or both of the partners have had a civil marriage or a kiddushin (same sex or opposite sex), it is necessary to have a legal divorce or Jewish get (divorce) before this kiddushin. 
· Any food that is served as part of celebration must be either dairy/vegetarian or kosher.  The meal is a sacred part of the celebration – it is a seudat mitzvah.

· Both partners must have an up to date (within 5 years) will, powers of attorney, health care proxies, advance directives.  If you don’t have a lawyer who is familiar with the legal issues related to same-sex couples, contact Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund www.lambda.org).

· If you are a straight couple, you must apply for a marriage license from the City of New York.

· If you are a gay/lesbian couple you must either apply for a marriage license from the City of New York or register as a domestic partnership or.  You have to sign and notarize the Domestic Partnership Affidavit (call City Clerk 212-669-8190 to obtain the affidavit by mail or pick one up at the Office of the City Clerk and some other city agencies).  Take the notarized affidavit to the City Clerk’s office at the Municipal Building, 1 Centre Street.  Each partner must present ID.

· If you are a couple and considering having biological children, you must be tested for Tay-Sachs and other common Jewish genetic diseases.

· At CBST, we celebrate the aufruf either at the Shabbat morning service of the weekend before the kiddushin or more typically at the Friday night service of that weekend.  It is customary for the couple to sponsor the Kiddush that night.   Please contact the synagogue office to sponsor a Kiddush, (212) 929-9498 ext. 10.   The rabbi will call the couple up and offer a blessing; the president will present a gift from the congregation.

· As members of CBST you do not have to pay a CBST rabbi for officiation however it is traditional to contribute tzedakah to the rabbi’s discretionary fund in honor of the rabbi.  The money in the discretionary fund is used by the rabbi for charitable purposes.  

· CBST does not have paid cantors on staff.  If you would like to hire one of our cantorial soloists to sing at your ceremony you may contact them directly and work out a financial arrangement with them.  It is appropriate to pay them $300 - $400.

· The couple should give tzedakah in honor of their simchah (and many ask their guests to do so also).   Many people give 3% of the cost of their simchah to tzedakah.

Some suggestions:

· Congregation Beit Simchat Torah www.cbst.org
· Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger www.mazon.org
· Lambda Marriage Fund www.lambdalegal.org
· New Israel Fund www.nif.org
· Freedom to Marry www.freedomtomarry.org
· Or to a charity of your choice

· Arrange, in advance, for the leftover food to be delivered to a soup kitchen.


City Harvest (917) 351- 8700

Recommended Books:

Diamant, Anita.  The New Jewish Wedding. Simon and Schuster, 2001. pb.

Required.  Each chapter gives background and traditional understandings of the various elements and then explores creative alternatives.

Lots of examples of ketubot, alternative translations of the sheva brachot (seven blessings), etc.

Wiener, Rabbi Nancy.  Beyond Breaking the Glass: a Spiritual Guide to Your Jewish Wedding.  CCAR Press, 2001.

Written by a CBST member with lots of references to gay and lesbian concerns.

Kaplan-Mayer, Gabrielle.  The Creative Jewish Wedding Book.  Jewish Lights, 2004.  A contemporary Jewish wedding guide with traditional, creative, do-it-yourself, guide, with LGBT inclusions throughout the book.

Berkery, Jr., Peter M. and Gregory A. Diggins.  Gay Finances in a Straight World: A Comprehensive Financial Planning Handbook. Macmillan Press: NY, 1998.

Butler, Butler, ed. Ceremonies of the Heart, Celebrating Lesbian Unions.  The Seal Press: 1990.

Marcus, Eric.  The Male Couple’s Guide, Finding a Man, Making a Home, Building a Life.  Harper Perennial: NY, 1992.

Sherman, Suzanne, ed. Lesbian and Gay Marriage, Private Commitments, Public Ceremonies.  Temple University Press: Philadelphia, 1992.

Wythe, Douglas et al. The Wedding: A Family’s Coming Out Story.  Avon Books: NY, 2000.
Other Resources:

Ma’yan: The Jewish Women’s Project www.mayan.org
RitualWell.org: Ceremonies for Jewish Living www.ritualwell.org
Ketubot

Stephanie Kaplan www.theketubah.com
www.ketubah.com
Betsy Platkin Teutsch (215) 238-6834

Norman of Jerusalem www.normansketubot.com
********

J. Levine Judaica Store

www.levinejudaica.com
212-695-6888

5 West 30th Street 

Danny Levine, the owner, is very welcoming of our members and offers a 20% discount to CBST members.  Remember to identify yourselves if you buy anything there.  If you have any questions or concerns, ask to speak with Danny directly.  Books, huppot, ketubot, kippot, invitations, etc.

Some Suggested Caterers

Manna Catering

24 Harrison Street

New York, NY 10013

(212) 966-3449

http://www.mannacatering.com/
Simply Divine Inc.

623 11th Avenue

New York, NY 10036

(212) 541-7300

Hava Volman

(718) 768-8508
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